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Communal space has been regarded essential for mental health in Asian high-rise urbanism,
with increasing attention on how the mechanism works during the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. From the perspective of person-place process, this study introduces “sense of place”
to explore its possible intermediating effects for the link between communal space and mental
health in public housing, with special focus on the aged residents. Based on the survey data
from Hong Kong and Guangzhou, path analysis shows that sense of place and its subcomponents intermediate the connections between common open space and mental well-being
in Hong Kong while it is not the case in Guangzhou. More specifically, three sub-components of
“sense of place” demonstrate stronger effects among the aged residents in comparison to the
younger ones. The findings contribute to inform evidence-based decision-making of public
housing policy in ageing cities of Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.
Dr Tianyao Zhang
Assistant Professor,
School of Architecture, Harbin Institute of Technology, Shenzhen
Dr. Tianyao Zhang is an Assistant Professor in Department of Urban Planning at
Harbin Institute of Technology, Shenzhen. Her research interest lies on housing
and health, and healthy urban planning and design. She has previously published
in Journal of Environmental Psychology, Cities, Journal of Transport & Health,
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, Journal of
Urban planning and Development.

Dr Huiwei Chen
Associate Professor,
School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Guangdong University of Technology
Dr. Huiwei Chen joined School of Architecture and Urban Planning at Guangdong
University of Technology in October 2020. Prior to this, she worked in Hong Kong
Baptist University and the Chinese University of Hong Kong, conducting research
projects of Hong Kong and the Greater Bay Area. Her work has been published in
top academic journals of urban planning. Currently, her research interests focus
on industrial heritage conservation, sense of place, and well -being-based
urbanism.
Enquiry
Telephone: (852) 2768 6463
Email: psprc@hkmu.edu.hk

Acknowledgement
The above seminar is supported by a grant from the Research Grants
Council of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, China (UGC/
IDS16/18) and Public and Social Policy Research Centre.

