
Achieving Methodological Rigour In Qualitative Research
Date  & Time : 24 Oct 2017,   9:30am - 11:30am
Venue:   A703 Healthcare Research Centre
                   Caritas Institute of Higher Education 
                Dr. Kwok Cho TANG

Abstract
This seminar will present assertions that findings of qualitative research are trustworthy and transferable 
if the methods used are rigorous and if the facts derived from the research are representative  in the con-
cept, as opposed to representative in the number, and are proven in accordance with the standards of 
proof in law or science such as in particular  the concept and strength of evidence.  Examples will be 
given to demonstrate how data saturation can be achieved through a conscientious effort in data collec-
tion for example, by using theoretical sampling and identifying negative cases, and in data analysis for 
example by mandatory presentation of logical trees and total number of units of information.  Other meth-
ods that are widely used to enhance methodological rigour will also be presented and examined, for exam-
ple, the dos and don’ts of using focus groups, and the use of good practices in data collection such as 
use of multiple raters and establishment of audit trails, as well as good practices in data analysis such as 
assessment of data quality.  Participants are encouraged to raise challenges that they have come across 
for discussion and identifying solutions.
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