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HONORARY UNIVERSITY FELLOWSHIP PRESENTATION CEREMONY 2016

Z) rofessor Kao Mayching

Prof. Kao Mayching is a renowned scholar in fine arts and art history. She joined the OUHK
as Chair Professor and Dean at the School of Arts and Social Sciences in 1999. Though retired
in 2003, she has been active in promoting art education and continues her warm bonding with
~ the OUHK. She was invited by the School in 2011 to be an advisor in designing the curricula
for creative arts programmes, and is currently the School’s Honorary Professor and advisor of

the OUHK Tin Ka Ping Centre of Chinese Culture.

A well-respected scholar and educator, Prof. Kao's creative adventure started at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong (CUHK) where she received her Bachelor of Art (Fine Arts) Degree
in 1967. She continued her artistic pursuits in the United States and obtained her Master’s
Degree in Western Art History from the University of New Mexico, and PhD in Asian Art
History from Stanford University. Prof. Kao is an expert in art history and Chinese art, with
research interests covering Ming and Qing dynasties painting, modern art, Sino-Japanese and
Sino-Western artistic relations, and art education.

Prof. Kao has been pivotal in nurturing and enlightening local budding artists across
generations. She taught at the CUHK from 1972 to 1999, during which time she twice chaired
the Department of Fine Arts and was appointed as Chair Professor of Fine Arts in 1994. Apart
from teaching, she also took on the role as Director of the Art Museum of the Institute of
Chinese Studies for 18 years.

With her wealth of knowledge and insights in arts and education, Prof. Kao has devoted herself
to the development of Hong Kong’s art community by serving as consultant and advisor to
the Government and various organizations. She is currently serving as the Chairman of the
Management Committee of Jockey Club Creative Arts Centre, Museum Expert Advisor of
Leisure and Cultural Services Department of HKSAR Government, advisor of Hong Kong
Arts Development Council, and advisor of Hong Kong Society for Education in Art.

Her passion and dedicated work have brought her much recognition. Prof. Kao was awarded
the Dr Ip Yee Memorial Medal by the Oriental Ceramic Society of Hong Kong in 1997, the
Achievement Award (Visual Arts) by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council in 1998, and
Honorary Fellowship from the New Asia College of the CUHK in 1999. Hong Kong Baprtist
University conferred the Honorary University Fellowship on her in 2015.

Prof. Kao educates and also supports education. She has made donations to various universities
for setting up scholarship schemes to assist students in need. Her support for education
includes, among others, the ‘Prof. Mayching Kao Scholarship’ for OUHK outstanding students
and ‘Learning for a New Life Scheme’ for prison inmates studying with the OUHK. Prof. Kao
has also helped to secure other generous donations to the University, such as those made by
the Muses Foundation for Culture and Education in support of the filmmaking projects and
overseas exchange and internship programme of BA (Hons) in Creative Writing and Film Arts.
Students have better learning support and are winning prizes in open competitions because of
Prof. Kao’s generous help.

In recognition of Prof. Kao Mayching’s contributions to Hong Kong and the University, may I
invite the Pro-Chancellor to present her with the Honorary University Fellowship.




