DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, honoris causa

Professor the Honourable Tsui Lap-chee, GBM, GBS, JP

Mzt Pro-Chancellor,

Everyone would agree that Professor Tsui Lap-chee is one of the world’s top scientists in
Genomics. His contributions to society are way beyond science or medicine. If one would
describe him as an artist or a painter, his canvases definitely include the laboratory, the

university, and the communities he lives in.

Professor Tsui was born in 1950 in Shanghai and his family moved to Hong Kong when
he was three years of age. He went to Ho Man Tin Government Secondary School, which
is slightly more than a stone's throw from our new campus on Sheung Shing Street. He
studied Biology at the Chinese University of Hong Kong and was awarded a Bachelor of
Science and a Master of Philosophy in 1972 and 1974 respectively. Completed with his PhD
from the University of Pittsburgh in 1979, he was a post-doctoral Fellow at the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in the state of Tennessee until 1981. He then joined the Department of

Genetics of the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. The rest, as they say, is history.

In 1989, he identified the defective gene responsible for a genetic disease called cystic
fibrosis. The finding was one of the most important breakthroughs in human genetics in
the past 50 years. Professor Tsui also made major contributions to the study of the human
genome, particularly the characterization of chromosome 7, and, the identification of
additional disease genes. He was the Geneticist-in-Chief at The Hospital for Sick Children in
Toronto, Head of the Genetics and Genomic Biology Program of the Research Institute, and
co-founder of The Centre for Applied Genomics. He was also the holder of the H.E. Sellers
Chair in Cystic Fibrosis and University Professor at the University of Toronto. He was the

President of Human Genome Organisation (HUGO).
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After being a top scientist and scholar for over 20 years, Professor Tsui took on another
challenge in 2002 and returned to the city in which he grew up. He became the 14th Vice
Chancellor and President of the University of Hong Kong (HKU). Now higher education
became his new canvas. Despite his heavy administrative duties, he still managed to
engage in research. For example, he assisted the remarkable achievement of the HKU team
 who successfully isolated the SARS coronavirus, eliminating one of the greatest public
health crises in Hong Kong history; he also led a joint-university effort in the region'’s
contribution to the mapping of the human genome in the HapMap project. Under the 12
years of his leadership, HKU became a world-class university. During his tenure, he raised
over HK$10 billion of funds for HKU, including the establishment of close to 100 endowed
professorships. This model of sponsorship has brought HKU's research to another level and

the research outputs will have a long-lasting influence on society.

Professor Tsui’s involvement in communities he lives in started back in the 1980s. He was
the trustee of the Education Foundation of Chinese Canadian Professionals in Ontario
from 1987 to 1993 and the co-Chair of the Mon Sheong Foundation Chinese School in
Toronto from 1999 to 2003, just to name a few. After taking the University of Hong Kong
to new heights and handing over the helm to his successor in 2014, he dedicated his
time and effort to the betterment of Hong Kong, especially through the establishment
of the Academy of Sciences of Hong Kong. He has taken the lead in promoting science
and technology education. We have seen an increase in public awareness of science
and mathematics education among schools in Hong Kong. Recently, Professor Tsui also
led a Task Force to review research policy and funding with the aim of enhancing Hong
Kong’s long-term competitiveness as well as propelling Hong Kong’s development into an

international innovation and technology hub.

Professor Tsui is currently President of the Academy of Sciences of Hong Kong, President of
the Victor and William Fung Foundation, Director of Zhejiang University’s Qiushi Academy
for Advanced Studies and Residential College of its International Campus, and a member
of the Board of Governors of Chu Hai College of Higher Education. He has served on
the editorial boards for over 20 international peer-reviewed scientific journals, numerous
scientific review panels, and many regional and international advisory committees,
including the Medical Research Council of Canada, Canadian Genome Research Task
Force Committee, Scientific Steering Committee of the National Institute of Biological

Science, Scientific Advisory Committee of the China National Center for Biotechnology
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Development and Human Genome Organisation. He is currently a member of the Chief
Executive’s Council of Advisors on Innovation and Strategic Development of the Hong

Kong SAR Government.

Professor Tsui’s achievements have been well recognized. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society
of Canada, Fellow of the Royal Society of London, and a Fellow of Academia Sinica. He
is also an Honorary Fellow of the World Innovation Foundation, Foreign Associate of the
National Academy of Sciences (USA), Foreign Member of Chinese Academy of Science,
Honorary Fellow of Royal College of Physicians (UK), and Laureate of the Canadian
- Medical Hall of Fame. In addition to many national and international prizes, including
the Killam Prize by the Canada Council for the Arts, Gairdner International Award, Elliott
Cresson Medal of Franklin Institute, and Mead Johnson Award, he was awarded honorary
doctoral degrees by University of King’s College, University of New Brunswick, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, St. Francis Xavier University, York University, Tel Aviv University,
University of Toronto, University of Aberdeen, King’s College London, University of
Edinburgh, Fudan University, Western University, The Hong Kong University of Science
and Technology, University of Macau, and the University of Hong Kong. Professor Tsui was
awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star and the Grand Bauhinia Medal by the Hong Kong SAR

Government in 2011 and 2016, respectively.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, in recognition of Professor Tsui’s tremendous contributions in the areas
of science and education, his commitment to public service and his exemplary citizenship,
may [ invite our President to present Professor the Honourable Tsui Lap-chee for the

conferment of the degree of Doctor of Social Sciences, honoris causa.

Citation written and to be delivered by Professor Reggie Kwan Ching-ping
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