DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, honoris causa

Mr Anthony Chow Wing-Kin, SBS, JP

Mr Pro-Chancellor,
The lawyer and popular writer Robin Sharma once wrote:

Leadership is not about a title or a designation. It’s about impact, influence and inspiration.
Impact involves getting results, influence is about spreading the passion you have for your

work, and you have to inspire team-mates and customers.

This quote not only describes the leadership style of Mr Anthony Chow Wing-kin, but also
perfectly pinpoints the secret to his success and long list of achievements which can be

attributed to that key word: passion.

Mr Anthony Chow was born in Hong Kong in 1950, and was educated at St. Joan of Arc
Secondary School before moving to the United Kingdom for further studies. Although he
was gifted in the sciences and was geared to embark on a study in the medical profession,
he listened to his heart and pursued law instead. The rest, as the saying goes, is history. Mr
Chow was admitted as a solicitor first in England and Wales in 1979 and then in Hong Kong
in 1980. He has been a practicing solicitor in Hong Kong for over 38 years and is a Senior

Consultant and Global Chairman of the law firm Guantao & Chow Solicitors and Notaries.

Despite his impressive record of achievements and distinguished service in the legal

profession, Mr Chow remains modest and said: (and I quote)

“I have never regarded myself as having achieved anything over the course of my career.

Looking back, most of my ‘achievements’ are a result of my not knowing how to say ‘no’.



I always felt grateful for being given the opportunity to learn something new. There is never an

end to learning or putting one’s experience to good use.”

His “not knowing how to say no” is in fact a reflection on the deep influence that his alma
mater, .St. Joan of Arc Secondary School, had on him. He still recalls his school motto, Civic
Responsibility, with pride and affection. This motto became his life’s guiding force and

provides the motivation that sustains his passionate devotion to contribute to the society.

Saying yes to the Hong Kong Law Society opened two doors: one was the door to the
world of public service, the other eventually led to the presidency of the Law Society. Mr
Chow served on the Council of the Law Society of Hong Kong between 1994 and 2004
and as its President between 1997 and 2000. During his term at the Society, Mr Chow has
made tremendous contribution in laying the foundations for professional exchange and
development between lawyers in Hong Kong and Mainland China. As China celebrates its
40 Years of Reform and Opening-up, there is no doubt that the professional exchange that
Mr Chow facilitated, coupled with his strong sense of responsibility to uphold the integrity
of the profession had made a huge impact on the practice and management of the legal
profession in the mainland, without which the phenomenal growth in business and trade

would not have been possible.

Besides his devotion to the legal profession, Mr Chow has extensive community
involvement. He was Chairman of the Process Review Panel for the Securities and Futures
Commission (2004-2012), Vice-Chairman of the Estate Agents Authority of Hong Kong
(1997-2006), member of the Law Reform Commission of Hong Kong (2001-2007), member
of the Legal Aid Services Council of Hong Kong (1996-2002), member of the Basic Law
Promotion Steering Committee of Hong Kong (1998-2003), member of Personal Data
(Privacy) Advisory Committee (2007-2013), Council Member of The Hong Kong Institute
of Education (now The Education University of Hong Kong (EAUHK)) (2003-2009) and
Member of Hong Kong Housing Authority (2005-2006). Mr Chow is currently Chairman
of the Process Review Panel for the Financial Reporting Council, Member of the Exchange
Fund Advisory Committee (EFAC) of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority and the National
Committee of the 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC). He is also serving as a Non-Executive Director/ Independent Non-

Executive Director for a number of listed companies in Hong Kong.



As a child, Anthony was fascinated by horses, a passion that was instilled in him by his
father. His passion lies not so much in racing but in all aspects about horses, including
training, equestrian sports, and breeding. Moreover, he was able to integrate this passion
for horses with his passionate promotion of civic responsibility, thus leading very naturally
to his long standing association with the Jockey Club since 1981, and was elected as its
24th chairman this year. Mr Chow is committed to keeping on developing the Club’s
performance across every aspect of its business model, and in particular, he aspires to drive
the charity work of the Club to be even more proactive so as to ensure that donation funds
can be spent effectively and efficiently to achieve maximum impact for the betterment of

‘the society.

In recognition of his valuable contribution in promoting Hong Kong's legal professional
service and his meritorious public and community service, Mr Chow was appointed a Justice
of the Peace in 1998 and awarded the Silver Bauhinia Star in 2003 by the Government of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. He was admitted to the Honorary Fellowship
of The Hong Kong Institute of Education in March 2010, the Honorary Fellowship of King’s
College London in July 2013, and was admitted on the list of Roll of Honour of Law Society
in 2015.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, in recognition of Mr Chow’s distinguished contributions to the legal
system in the Hong Kong SAR, his commitment to public service, and his passionate
devotion to charity causes, may I invite our President to present Mr Anthony Chow Wing-kin

for the conferment of the degree of Doctor of Social Sciences, honoris causa.

Citation written and to be delivered by Professor Tong Chong-sze
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