DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LETTERS, honoris causa

Professor Chang Hsin-kang, GBS, JP

Mr Pro-Chancellor,

Professor Chang Hsin-kang has been characterized as a modern-day Renaissance man. He
is by profession an engineer, by choice a university administrator, and by interest much,
much more: he is a historian, a geographer-traveller, and a cultural visionary. Shakespeare
says, ‘Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon

them.’ Professor Chang has achieved greatness through his efforts and talent.

Professor Chang has distinguished qualifications and achievements in the engineering
profession. Born in Shenyang in China during the war, he received undergraduate education
in Taiwan and obtained his Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from National Taiwan
University in 1962, Master of Science in Structural Engineering from Stanford University in
1964, and Doctor of Philosophy in Biomedical Engineering from Northwestern University
in 1969. He began his academic career at the State University of New York at Buffalo (1969-
76) and McGill University (1976-84), and was promoted to full professor in physiology
and biomedical engineering in 1980. He later joined the University of Southern California
(1984-90), where he also served as Chairman of the Department of Biomedical Engineering
in 1985-90. He was elected President of the Biomedical Engineering Society of the USA
in 1988-89, and has been a foreign member of the Royal Academy of Engineering of the
United Kingdom and a member of the International Eurasian Academy of Sciences. He
became the Founding Dean of the School of Engineering at The Hong Kong University
of Science and Technology (1990-94) and then Dean of the School of Engineering at the
University of Pittsburgh (1994-96).

Professor Chang'’s career reached a peak when he became the President and University

Professor of City University of Hong Kong in 1996-2007. He has also been appointed a
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Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering since 2000. He is an internationally known
biomedical engineering expert, having published more than 100 scientific articles, as well
as being the editor of two research monographs. He holds a Canadian patent. In addition,
he has authored 11 books in Chinese and one book in English, mainly on education,
cultures and civilizations. In 2015, he was conferred an Honorary Fellowship at the United

International College of Beijing Normal University and Hong Kong Baptist University.

Noted for his vision of university education, Professor Chang believes that it is a liberal
process of cultivation. When he was President of City University of Hong Kong, he set up
. a Centre for Chinese Civilization and initiated a General Education curriculum for Chinese
culture, literature, history and art. He saw the need for cultural education in a campus
strong in science and engineering. Because of this vision, he also founded the School of
Creative Media, which became the base for an education in creative industries involving
media, graphic art and technology. Science and art are considered by many as two cultures,
but in Professor Chang’s mind there are many possibilities for the two to synergize and
produce new forms of art and new uses of technology. General cultural education and

creative media are hallmarks of Professor Chang’s legacy in university education.

As a cultural historian-geographer by interest, Professor Chang is deeply intrigued by the
formation of world civilizations. As the saying goes, knowledge comes from books and
from experience of the world; extensive reading must be accompanied by extensive travel.
Professor Chang’s footprints are found in all the continents, particularly in the Eurasian
region where cultural interrelations have brought civilization to light. His great interest
in the interaction between Asia and Europe has brought him new insights on the major
civilizations of Asia and the Middle East. In recent years, Professor Chang has taught full-
credit courses on civilization at Peking University, Tsinghua University, Shanghai Jiaotong
University, China-Europe International Business School, and Bogazici University in
Istanbul; and he has given public lectures at Shangdong University, City University of Hong
Kong, Hong Kong Baptist University, and The Open University of Hong Kong. Besides being
President-Emeritus of City University of Hong Kong, he is an Honorary Professor at Peking

University, Tsinghua University and several other major universities in China.

Professor Chang is truly a scholar with a world outlook, and a model of global vision.
As is well known, he had visiting appointments in Paris and he can teach in French. To
say that he is fluent in Chinese, English and French is merely stating the fact that he is

trilingual. However, what is hidden in this trilingual ability is his linguistic talent. Chinese,
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English and French are not only keys to the major civilizations of the world and their
historical developments, but are also languages which when they work together will bring
new perspectives in critical judgement, and hence make a person much more liberal in
thinking. To foster an environment conducive to intellectual development, Professor Chang
devised a plan of campus reengineering that provided dormitory life for CityU students as
a part of the cultivation process. With ardent support from the government, he realized
his plan of campus expansion by acquiring the land north of Cornwall Street where 13
towers of residence were built for student accommodation. Put into practice, his vision
of university education is that students have to be well versed in world classics and well
educated in world vision. They are expected to become intellectuals, and their life a process
of intellectual pursuits. The titles of two Chinese books that Professor Chang-has written
tell us more about his ideal: Cultivation and University Education X4 2 {&5% (2010, 2nd edn
2015), and Reflections on the Greater Middle East K %474 (2011, 2nd edn 2016).

The Cultural Salon, which Professor Chang masterminded at City University of Hong Kong,
marks another milestone in his plan of cultural education. World-class scholars, artists,
journalists, diplomats, government officials and policy-makers from different parts of the
world and across the Chinese communities were invited to speak on topics that covered
politics, philosophy, art, literature, history, culture, education, and government policies.
The salon has its origin in Plato’s Symposium and it became a vital part of the French liberal
tradition, but it is also an extension of modern Chinese culture, in which enlightenment
of the mind is emphasized. Serving as a voice of the intellectuals, the CityU Cultural
Salon became the talk of academia and the media for over a decade when Hong Kong was
finding its way in the transition from being a British colony to becoming a Chinese special

administrative region.

Professor Chang'’s public services include Chairmanship of the Cultural and Heritage
Commission of Hong Kong (2000-03), membership of Hong Kong’s Council of Advisors
on Innovation and Technology (2000-04) and of the Judicial Officers Recommendation
Commission (1999-2005). He is currently an independent non-executive director of Hong
Kong Telecom Trust, Hang Lung Properties, Brightoil Petroleum and Nanyang Commercial
Bank. Since 2011, he has been serving as Honorary Chairman of the Council of Shandong
University. Because of his achievements in many different areas, particularly in promoting
international cultural exchange, he was named by the Government of France to be Chévalier

dans 1’Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur in 2000, decorated as Commandeur dans 1'Ordre
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des Palmes Académiques in 2009, and was awarded a Gold Bauhinia Star by the Hong Kong
SAR Government in 2002.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, here is a man whose achievements are earned, not bestowed. His
greatness is earned, and hence much more valued. Professor Chang Hsin-kang is a rare
species of academia, a widely respected scholar who has distinguished himself in North
America, but returned to Asia and served in Hong Kong where higher education plays an
increasingly important role in the territory’s economic and cultural growth. Hong Kong
is a place where the Fast meets the West; and Professor Chang is a person who not only
~brings the East and the West together in his research, but also puts into practice a vision
of university education where science and culture meet. In recognition of Professor Chang
Hsin-kang’s outstanding achievements as a man of science and art, and his contributions to
university education, may I invite our President to present him for the conferment of the

degree of Doctor of Letters, honoris causa.

Citation written and to be delivered by Professor Tam Kwok-kan
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