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DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, honoris causa

The Honourable Jasper Tsang Yok-sing, GBM, JP

Mt Pro-Chancellor,

The ancient Chinese classic Daxue (X&) or The Great Learning states that the way of
greatness lies in abiding by the highest excellence. Mr Jasper Tsang Yok-sing lives by this
principle and strives for perfection in whatever he does. As a student, teacher, principal, or
Legislative Council member, he has never failed to give his best. Mr Tsang lives life to the
full and has made significant contributions to the prosperity of Hong Kong and to laying
the foundations for democracy. As the current President of the Legislative Council of Hong

Kong, Mr Tsang is an example for us all.

Mr Tsang was born in Guangzhou in 1947 and came to live in Hong Kong with his parents
at the age of two. His father was employed as a secretary with the Chinese General Chamber
of Commerce. Life was busy, and he usually came home late, but he was strict with the
young Jasper and his siblings and attached great importance to their academic studies. In
the Joint Primary Six Examination in 1958, Mr Tsang came first in the territory and entered
the prestigious St Paul’s College. From Secondary 3, he worked as a private tutor to help
alleviate the financial burden of his family. In 1965, Mr Tsang entered The University of
Hong Kong, majoring in mathematics. After three years, he earned a first-class honours
degree and took up a teaching post. He later received a Postgraduate Certificate in Education

in 1981 and a Master of Education degree from The University of Hong Kong in 1983.

Mr Tsang has had a consuming interest in politics and current affairs since university. He
reads extensively about Chinese history and has a strong interest in the development of
modern China. In 1966, he returned to Guangzhou with his mother to visit friends and
relatives, and was greatly impressed by what he saw, particularly the spirit of the younger

generation. After returning to Hong Kong, Mr Tsang decided to serve his country. In 1967,
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a labour dispute in Hong Kong grew into large-scale demonstrations against the British
colonial rule. These incidents further ignited Mr Tsang’s patriotism, and he decided to return
to China and work as a scientist. However, events took an unexpected turn in the year of
his graduation — the Cultural Revolution erupted. The government became paralyzed and
scientific research ground to a halt. Returning to China to serve the motherland seemed an
impossible dream at that time. Instead, Mr Tsang Yok-sing decided to stay in Hong Kong
and take up a teaching post at Pui Kiu Middle School.

Although teaching was not his first choice of career, Mr Tsang devoted himself
wholeheartedly to nurturing the next generation. In addition to teaching mathematics, he
also taught English, and encouraged his students to take part in English language activities
outside the classroom. After work, he would visit his students and their families in a
pastoral capacity. In 1985, highly valued by the school management and his colleagues, he
was appointed Principal. He led the school for more than a decade and became Supervisor
in September 1997. To this day, Mr Tsang recalls the development of the school as pivotal to

the future of the generations of students who studied there.

In the 1980s, influenced by the political engagement and local and international concerns
~ of his colleagues at Pui Kiu Middle School, Mr Tsang became involved in politics. It was
during this period that he developed his worldview and the ideas which would become the
drivers of his future political career. As Hong Kong’s return to China became certain in the
mid-to-late 1980s, Hong Kong people were increasingly concerned by the questions of long-
term stability and prosperity under the concepts of ‘one country, two systems’ and ‘Hong
Kong people administering Hong Kong'. During this period, Mr Tsang published a number
of newspaper articles putting forward his ideas on various social issues. His opinions were
highly regarded, and he was invited to become a Member of the Preparatory Committee
for the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. In 1992, together with friends, he
established the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment of Hong Kong (DAB), of which he
was the founding chairman. This can be regarded as the starting point for Mr Tsang’s long

and successful political career.

In the years since the handover, Mr Tsang has been even more actively involved in local
politics and has contributed significantly to the betterment of the Special Administrative
Region. He was a Member of the Provisional Legislative Council. In 1998, he ran successfully
for the Legislative Council representing the Kowloon West constituency and has been re-

elected a number of times since then. Between 2002 and 2008, he was a Member of the
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Executive Council. In 2003, following the DAB’s setback in the District Council elections,
Mr Tsang accepted responsibility for the failure and resigned as Chairman. In October
2008, he was elected President of the 4th Legislative Council of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region and was re-elected four years later. During his Legislative Council
presidency, Mr Tsang has been perceived as fair and efficient, and praised by members of

different political parties and the general public for his hard work and heartfelt devotion.

Apart from his busy duties in the Legislative and Executive Councils, Mr Tsang has served
in numerous public positions, including: Member of The Open University of Hong Kong
Council; Member of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference; non-executive Director of the Securities and Futures Commission; Member of
the ICAC Complaints Committee; Member of the Disaster Relief Fund Advisory Committee;
Member of the Advisory Board of the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals; and Member of the

English Schools Foundation.

In 2011, Mr Tsang received the degree of Honorary Doctor of Laws from City University of
Hong Kong for his outstanding political and social contributions. This year, he was awarded
the Grand Bauhinia Medal in recognition of his long and distinguished public service,

particularly his presidency of the Legislative Council.

Mr Pro-Chancellor, Mr Tsang plays a prominent role in Hong Kong’s political development
but he is ever humble. In recognition of Mr Tsang’s outstanding achievements in public
service, his significant contributions to the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong, and his
devotion to nurturing the next generation, may I invite our President to present Mr Jasper

Tsang Yok-sing for conferment of the degree of Doctor of Social Sciences, honoris causa.

Chinese citation written and to be delivered by Professor Danny Wong Shek-nam
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