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DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LETTERS, honoris causa

Professor Zhong Binglin

Mr Pro-Chancellor,

Professor Zhong Binglin is a renowned scholar with distinctive achievements in mechanical
engineering. He has also made significant contributions to the development of higher

education in China.

Professor Zhong graduated from Southeast University (formerly known as Nanjing Institute
of Technology) in 1977. He went on to obtain his Master’s in Engineering from the same
university in 1987, and his PhD from Cardiff University in 1994. When he returned to
China from Wales that same year, he was appointed Vice President of his alma mater,
Southeast University. In 1996, he was promoted to Director General of the Department of
Higher Education in the Ministry of Education. From 2001 to 2012, he was President of
Beijing Normal University. And in 2012 he assumed the position of President of the Chinese

Society of Education.

Professor Zhong is very familiar with university education in Hong Kong and has made
significant contributions to its development. During his tenure as President of Beijing
Normal University, Professor Zhong was instrumental in forging a collaboration between
his university and Hong Kong Baptist University in the founding of United International
College. This collaboration marked the first full-scale alliance between Mainland and
Hong Kong institutions of higher education. The establishment of United International
College is indeed a milestone in the internationalization of Chinese higher education: its
spacious campus is located in Zhuhai, Guangdong while its operations illustrate distinctive
Hong Kong characteristics. Therefore, we can say that United International College has
the best of both worlds and its success is a clear testimony to Professor Zhong'’s vision and

determination.
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Between 2007 and 2013, Professor Zhong also served as a non-local member of the Hong
Kong Council for the Accreditation of Academic and Vocational Qualifications and has
played an important role in the development of HKCAAVQ as a quality assurance agency
providing academic and vocational accreditation and assessment services. His contributions

to Hong Kong society are thus also significant.

As Director General of the Department of Higher Education at the Ministry of Education,
and President of Beijing Normal University, Professor Zhong has witnessed reforms to
and expansion of the higher education sector in China. In the mid-1990s, the number
of incoming undergraduates was less than one million but since that time the number of
university graduates has soared to more than seven million a year. During this period, in
addition to numerous university merging and restructuring efforts, the Chinese government
has rolled out Project 211 and Project 985 with a view to raising the standard of institutions
of higher learning and promoting the development of the Chinese higher education system
by establishing world-class universities for the 21st century. Professor Zhong has made
immense contributions to the planning of these important educational initiatives, as well as

to their implementation.

Professor Zhong Binglin is a strong believer in the importance of teacher education. He has
been advocating free tuition for normal university undergraduates, as he believes that this
policy can attract young talent to the teaching profession. In 2007, when the Ministry of
Education implemented this policy in the normal universities directly under the Ministry of
Education, Beijing Normal University made use of this opportunity to introduce a number of
curriculum reform to its teacher training to enable the new generation of teachers to master

the latest teaching methods and techniques and raise the professional standard of teachers.

Professor Zhong has also been calling for greater autonomy in student admission policies
among the universities in China. He emphasizes that university recruitment should make
exceptions for students with diverse talents as an increasingly sophisticated society requires
people with various aptitudes and competencies. His forward-looking call was eventually

answered by the Ministry of Education.

The Chinese Society of Education, the first and also the largest national academic
association of educational science in China, was established on 12 April, 1979. Its work
covers all the curricula and disciplines of basic education as well as relevant teaching and
educational work. The Society has great influence over China’s educational and teaching

reforms and is the most prestigious organization of its kind on the Mainland. Under the
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leadership of Professor Zhong, it is certain that the Chinese Society of Education will go

from strength to strength.

Professor Zhong currently serves on a number of committees and organizations. He is a
Member of both the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
- Conférence and its Subcommittee for Education, Science, Health and Sports Affairs.
Professor Zhong is also a Member of both the Academic Degree Committee of the State
Council and its Subcommittee for Mechanical Engineering Degree Evaluation. Additionally,
he is Vice President of the Chinese Education Association for International Exchange, a
Member of the Chinese National Education Advisory Committee and the National Steering
Committee for Education Examination. He is also a Member of the National Consultative
Committee for Curriculum and Teaching Materials in Basic Education, Chief Committee
Member of the National Steering Committee for Degree Education in Educational Science,
and Chairman of the Subcommittee for Education Evaluation of the China Association of
Higher Education. Outside China, Professor Zhong serves as Honorary Vice President of

Cardiff University in the United Kingdom.

On top of his busy public and administrative work, Professor Zhong is also dedicated
to academic research. He has published more than 800 academic papers on educational
management and in recent years, he has overseen eight key research projects commissioned
by the National Science Foundation and two major projects funded by the National High
Technology Research and Development Programme (863 Programme). Eight research
outcomes have been delivered and more than 40 papers were derived from these projects.
Apart from these, Professor Zhong is also on the editorial board of a number of prestigious
journals in China and abroad. His contributions to academia are numerous and he is widely

regarded as an influential scholar.

Professor Zhong has made outstanding contributions to engineering science and has
rendered distinguished service to higher education in China. During his tenure as President
of Beijing Normal University, he has made immense contributions to the planning and
implementation of various important reforms in university education. In Hong Kong, he has
also contributed to quality assurance in higher education. Mr Pro-Chancellor, in recognition
of his distinctive contributions to higher education in Hong Kong and Mainland China,
may I invite our President to present Professor Zhong Binglin for conferment of the degree

of Doctor of Letters, honoris causa.

Chinese citation written and to be delivered by Dr Cheung Kwok-wah
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