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DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, honoris causa

Professor Huang Jiefu

Mr Chairman,

Liver transplantation is a very important surgical treatment for liver disease at the later
stages, and it has saved many lives. Professor Huang Jiefu is a world-class liver transplant
surgeon and a distinguished leader in China’s medical profession. He has had a significant
impact not only on the development of liver transplantation but also on organ transplants
as a whole. Born in 1946 in Ji’an, Jiangxi Province, Professor Huang graduated from Sun Yat-
sen University of Medical Sciences in 1969, and obtained a master’s degree in 1982 at the
same university. From April 1984 to August 1987, he joined Sydney University in Australia

as a post-doctoral fellow, with liver transplanting as his major area of study and research.

During the past 40 years, Professor Huang has engaged in academic research on liver
transplanting and the surgical treatment of liver and gall malignant tumours, and
carcinoma of the hepatobiliary tract. He assembled a group of young surgeons who were
educated mostly overseas as the core surgical team to take up the task of advancing and
promoting the technology of liver transplantation, and was an activist and stimulator for
professionals in this field. His strong educational background and research experience laid a
solid foundation for his cutting-edge research and medical practice later in his career. He has
published more than 500 academic papers in Chinese and international medical journals,
and has been the chief editor of 14 monographs in surgical fields. His research results are
highly recognized, with one of his findings being regarded as an extraordinary contribution

by The Transplantation Society in 2008.

Professor Huang has dedicated himself to the establishment of the organ donation system
in China. As a liver transplant surgeon, he fully understands the importance of this system

because, without a steady source of donated organs, transplant surgery will not be possible.



Many people think that a cultural taboo from Kongzi has prevented Chinese people from
voluntarily donating their organs. The traditional Chinese belief is that bodies should be
buried or cremated intact. However, Professor Huang’s interpretation of Kongzi is that
Chinese are actually being encouraged to use their organs to save lives — by donating

organs, human nature will be significantly improved.

Professor Huang wished the China Organ Transplant Committee to ensure that the ‘source
of the organs for transplantation must meet the commonly accepted ethical standards
in the world.” With his hard work, China has launched pilot volunteer organ donor
programmes in 25 provinces and municipalities with the aim of creating a nationwide
voluntary scheme by the end of 2013. Voluntary organ donation in China has already risen
from 63 cases in the whole of 2010 to a current average of 130 per month in 2013. The
supply still falls far short of demand as an estimated 300,000 patients are wait-listed every
year for organ transplants and only about one in 30 will ultimately receive a transplant, but

Professor Huang is confident that this situation will improve in two years.

From 2001 to 2013, Professor Huang served as Vice Minister, Ministry of Health, Health
Secretary and Party member and, during this period, he made strenuous efforts to advance

medical reform in China.

Professor Huang is not only an excellent surgeon, but also has a very big heart. In 2009,
as the Vice Health Minister, he operated in person on a poor 16-year old girl from Inner
Mongolia who was diagnosed with a choledochal cyst. Her body weight dropped by 40
pounds within several months and her father took her to a local hospital, but her condition
did not improve. Professor Huang later said that he had been a doctor for 46 years and had
done many surgical operations, but this case made him sad as, if the girl had visited a better
hospital, her condition could have been much better. He feels that China needs to improve

its health care system in the underdeveloped areas.

Professor Huang currently serves as an Academic Leader of key national surgical projects at
Sun Yat-sen University, and as Liver Surgical Director at the Chinese Academy of Medical
Sciences and Peking Union Medical College. He is also an honorary professor at many
prestigious overseas universities, including Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. He is a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and the Hong
Kong Academy of Medicine; a member of the United States Organ Transplantation; and

China Director of the Asian Society of Hepatobiliary Pancreatic Surgery. He is also associate



chief editor or an editorial board member of journals such as the Chinese Journal of Surgery,
Chinese Journal of Organ Transplantation, Journal of Hepatobiliary Surgery, National Medical
Journal of China, Chinese Journal of General Surgery, Chinese Journal of Practical Surgery, Asian

Journal of Surgery, Journal of Clinical Oncology, and JAMA.

Mr Chairman, Professor Huang Jiefu is an outstanding surgeon, whose skill and care for
patients has inspired young people in China and across the world. He has devoted himself
to the organ donation system in China, through which many lives have been saved;
and his dedication to medical reform has greatly improved the medical services in the
. underdeveloped regions in the country. In recognition of his contribution to society, may
I invite the President to present Professor Huang Jiefu for the conferment of the degree of

Doctor of Social Sciences, honoris causa.

Chinese citation written and to be delivered by Professor Danny Wong Shek-nam



