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DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, honoris causa

Mr Anthony Francis Neoh, SC, JP

Mr Chairman,

Mr Anthony Francis Neoh has a distinguished career in public service as well as in private
practice as a lawyer. He is a senior member of the Hong Kong Bar, active in civil appellate

and international litigation and arbitration cases.

He has a long list of public service appointments. He began his career as a civil servant in
1966, and since then he has served in a wide range of directorate positions, including City
District Commissioner for Kowloon. His last appointment with the Hong Kong Government
was as an Assistant Director of the Independent Commission Against Corruption in 1976-

79. After having served in the Government for 13 years, he began private legal practice.

Among the many public offices Mr Neoh has held are the Chairman of the Hong Kong
Securities and Futures Commission (1995-98) and Chief Advisor to the China Securities
Regulatory Commission (CSRC) (1998-2004), which he took on at the invitation of former
Premier Zhu Rongji. He remains a member of the International Advisory Board of the CSRC.
He is also active in the international scene of securities regulation, and was the first Asian
elected to the Chairmanship of the Technical Committee of the International Organization

of Securities Commissions in 1996.

Mr Neoh was a member of the Hong Kong Stock Exchange Council and its Listing
Committee (1991-94), and chaired its Disciplinary Committee and Debt Securities Group,
and the Legal Committee of the Hong Kong and China Listing Working Group. He was the
chief architect of the legal structure which made possible the listing of Chinese enterprises
in Hong Kong from 1993; and this has since been used as a general template for approving

the listing of companies in other jurisdictions. From 1 July 1997 to 30 June 2008, he was



a member of the Hong Kong SAR Basic Law Committee under the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress. In this capacity, he participated in many fundamental

interpretations of the Basic Law of Hong Kong.

He is Arbitrator, China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission,
‘Honorary Legal Advisor to the Shenzhen Municipal Government, and Senior Economic
Advisor to the Fujian Provincial and Tianjin City Governments; and he was Senior Advisor
to the Bank of China Hong Kong Board (2001-05), which is a non-executive position. He
is Independent Non-Executive Director of the Bank of China (in which position he chairs
the Risk Policy Committee of the Board) and of China Life Insurance Limited (in which he
also chairs the Risk Management Committee). As Chair of the Risk Policy Committee of the
Bank of China, he oversees the Basle II and III Project for the bank, which is now designated
by the Financial Stability Board of the G20 Group of Countries as a ‘Globally Significant
International Financial Institution.” He has also previously served as Independent Non-
Executive Director of the Link Real Estate Investment Trust, the first REIT listed in the
Hong Kong Stock Exchange, and Non-Executive Director and founding Chairman of the
Board of Global Digital Creations Limited (listed in the GEM Board of the Hong Kong Stock
Exchange) and China Shenhua Energy Holdings Limited (listed in the Hong Kong and
Shanghai Stock Exchanges).

He was one of the founding members of the International Law Society of Hong Kong and
has lectured on public international law and international financial regulatory issues in
many universities in the world. He has also judged many regional Jessup and Red Cross
International Law Finals. Over the years, he has made many contributions to international
law and remains one of the noted figures and authorities in the field. He was Chairman of
the Planning Committee (2004-08) which set up the Law School (now the Faculty of Law)
of the Chinese University of Hong Kong; and at present he is a member of the Advisory
Board of the Faculty and an executive committee member of the Council of that University.
He is chairman of the Law Reform Commission Sub-Committee on Class Actions which
recently published its Final Report after a five-year study of class actions worldwide and a
lengthy consultation following the publication of its Consultation Paper. He has also served
on many public boards and committees, and was a leading board member of the Hong

Kong Hospital Authority.

In private legal practice, he has been active in trial and appellate advocacy in the Hong Kong

courts and in the Privy Council in London until 1997. His practice prior to 1995, when



he joined the Securities and Futures Commission as Chairman, covered a wide spectrum
of private and public law matters, including company law, international investment, land
resumption and compensation, and town planning. In particular, Mr Neoh specialized in

valuation questions involving land and complex financial and accounting issues.

From 1984 to 1986, he was in active practice as a member of the California Bar, specializing
in international financial transactions, including international investments, and was briefly
associated with the firm Pilsbury Madison & Sutro (as it was then called). He served as legal
adviser to the Chinese Delegation to the Land Commission set up under the Sino-British
Joint Declaration (1985-97), advising the delegation on both domestic and international
law questions regarding the implementation of the land side of the Joint Declaration. He
also advised the Legal Affairs Bureau of the Central Military Commission on the drafting of
the Hong Kong Garrison Law. Since 1989, he has been an active arbitrator of international
disputes involving a wide range of subject matter, focusing largely on international

investment disputes.

Since returning fo private legal practice from 2003, he has been involved in many cases in
the Hong Kong courts, including the Court of Final Appeal, over a wide range of private and
public law cases and was also active in international arbitration work as an arbitrator, again
focusing on international investment disputes frequently involving valuation issues with
complex financial and accounting questions. In 2009, he became an Accredited Mediator of
the UK Centre for Enterprise Dispute Resolution (CEDR); and, in 2010, he was designated
by the People’s Republic of China to the Panel of Conciliators and Arbitrators of the World
Bank’s International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). For the past few
years, in addition to appearances in the Court of Appeal and the Court of Final Appeal and
advisory work connected with the securities markets, he has been heavily involved in a
number of complex international arbitration cases as arbitrator and an important mediation
matter over a few months. He also acted as leading counsel for the Plaintiff in a complex
multi-party company fraud trial (HCCL 16-18/2009) in which the Plaintiff recovered

property, valued to be worth well over two billion dollars.

Mr Neoh was appointed Queen’s Counsel (now retitled ‘Senior Counsel’) in April 1990. A
law graduate of London University, he was called to the English Bar by Gray’s Inn in 1976.
He was a Visiting Scholar at the Harvard Law School in 1990-91, and during 2001-02 he
was Visiting Professor there. In 2004, he was appointed as Academic Year Nomura Visiting

Professor of International Finance from Practice by the Harvard Law School, a position he



was unable to take up due to pressure of work in Hong Kong. He was awarded the Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Laws by the Chinese University in 2003. In 2009, he was elected as
an Honorary Fellow of the Hong Kong Securities Institute and an Academician of the

International Eurasian Academy of Science, based in Moscow.

‘Unlike the lawyers described by Shakespeare as ‘mean and money-minded,” Mr Neoh
sacrifices his time for public service, and is willing to answer questions without charging
overly expensive fees. Shakespeare would not have said ‘The first thing we do, let’s kill all
the lawyers,” if he were to live today and meet Mr Neoh. He holds many adjunct, honorary
and visiting professorial appointments in universities in mainland China and the Hong
Kong SAR. He was recently appointed Dean’s Visiting Professor at the National University
of Singapore’s Faculty of Business. His research interests are in legal and financial history
and current issues in financial regulation. At present, he is involved in research for two
book projects and lectures regularly in Hong Kong, the mainland and internationally on his

research interests.

Mr Neoh is a multitalented man. His hobbies include music, film and photography. He was
the producer of the full-length feature film Thru the Moebius Strip (http://pro.imdb.com/
name/nm1660948/), which was released in China in 2005. For this film, he composed the
choral music in the first computer graphics imagery. Today, he continues to keep an interest

in film-making.

Mr Chairman, Anthony Neoh has a distinguished career of public service and private
legal practice in Hong Kong, and is an exemplary self-taught person and a true believer
in lifelong learning, who has made great contributions to the legal profession. He is an
Honorary Professor at the Open University of Hong Kong. In recognition of Anthony
Neoh'’s outstanding achievements as a lawyer and his dedication and contributions to law
education, may I invite our President to present him for the conferment of the degree of

Doctor of Social Sciences, honoris causa.

Citation written and delivered by Professor Tam Kwok-kan
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