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DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LETTERS, honoris causa

Professor Edward Chen Kwan-yiu, GBS, CBE, JP

Mr Chairman,

Professor Edward K Y Chen is a world renowned scholar. But he is more than that; he
has many talents other than academic achievements. He is an economist, an influential
educator, an effective administrator, a public figure and an eloquent speaker. He is by
training a social scientist, but by interest also a humanist. He surely qualifies to be called
a Renaissance man whose knowledge spans across many fields in social sciences and the

humanities.

Professor Chen was educated at The University of Hong Kong, where he obtained his degrees
of Bachelor of Arts and Master of Social Sciences. He received his Doctor of Philosophy in
economics from Oxford University. Professor Chen has a distinctive career in the economics
profession. His academic achievements are internationally recognised. He is currently a
Distinguished Fellow of the Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences at
The University of Hong Kong. He served as Director of the Centre of Asian Studies at The
University of Hong Kong from 1979 to 1995, and was appointed Chair Professor in 1986. He
has also held visiting appointments at Yale, Oxford, and the University of California, Davis.
He is Honorary Professor of Shantou University and The Open University of Hong Kong. He
was a Distinguished Fulbright Scholar to conduct lecture tours in the United States, and a

member of the Time Magazine Board of Economists.

Professor Chen has written numerous scholarly books and more than 100 articles, covering
a wide range of issues and topics on development economics. He is a pioneering figure in
the study of newly industrialized economies, commonly known as the four little dragons,
which can be seen in his book Hyper-Growth in Asian Economies: A Comparative Study of

Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Singapore and Taiwan (1979). His other publications, including



Multinational Corporations, Technology and Employment (1983); The New Multinationals (1983);
Foreign Direct Investment in Asia (1990); Transnational Corporations and Technology Transfer
in Developing Countries (1994); and Asia’s Borderless Economy: The Emergence of Sub-regional

Economic Zones (1997), are all important contributions to new developments in the field.

His teaching and research at The University of Hong Kong since the early 1970s nourished
many successful students who are now eminent leaders in education, business and the
public sectors. His devotion to teaching was fully recognised by the “Edward K Y Chen
Distinguished Lecture Series”, which was initiated and sponsored by a group of former HKU

. students to honour their committed and adoring teacher.

Professor Chen is a dedicated scholar, but he never hides himself in the ivory tower. He
is actively engaged in the business sector in Hong Kong. He was a non-executive director
of the Securities and Futures Commission (1991-1997), a board member of the Mass
Transit Railway Corporation of Hong Kong (1992-1999), a board member of the Applied
Science and Technology Research Institute (2000-2002), and a director of China Resources
Peoples Telephone Company Limited (2004-2006). He is now a director of the First Pacific
Company, a director of Asia Satellite Telecommunications Holdings Ltd, a director of Wharf

Holdings Limited, and a trustee of Lloyd George Management Funds.

Professor Chen is a refined educator. He brings liberal arts education to Hong Kong’s
higher education community. When he was appointed President of Lingnan University in
1995, he took the opportunity to realize his ideal in education. With his twelve years of
distinguished leadership, Professor Chen successfully transformed Lingnan University into
a liberal arts university, which entails three salient features: small, residential, and student-
oriented. Professor Chen treasured every opportunity to communicate with students, which
he regarded as of primary importance to a liberal arts education. He established the fine
tradition of “Breakfast with the President” at Lingnan. To realise his ideal of liberal arts
education, Professor Chen not only enhanced the breadth and depth of the curriculum, but
also instituted service-learning as an important element of education at Lingnan. Service-
learning is a wide spectrum of working experience directly related to the curriculum, which
is acquired through a structured programme under close supervision. Professor Chen's
commitment in liberal arts education has direct bearing on Hong Kong’s educational
development, which places increasing emphasis on the importance of all-round education
for students. A liberal arts education is the right way to prepare our younger generation for

an increasingly complex world with challenges that come beyond our imagination.



Alongside Professor Chen’s contributions in the academia and education is his prominent
record of public service, including serving as Member of the Legislative Council (1991 and
1992) and the Executive Council (1992-1997) during the formidable years of Sino-British
negotiation over the future of Hong Kong, and as Chairman of the Consumer Council
(1991-1997) advocating the establishment of a competition policy in Hong Kong. Professor
Chen was appointed Justice of the Peace in 1993. His committed involvement in public
services earned him the awards of the CBE (1995) and the Gold Bauhinia Star (2003). He is
also the recipient of an Honorary Doctorate of Social Sciences from The University of Hong

Kong in recognition of his contributions to academia and the community.

The sketch given above is by no means a complete picture of Professor Chen's achievements.
His immense contribution is embedded in his scholarship, educational ideals and public
services, which Hong Kong society and the education community as a whole have benefited
tremendously. Professor Chen’s success is typical of a Hongkonger who grew up in an
environment before the city became globalized, affluent and affordable of opportunities for
many people. He is a self-made man who is never complacent with his achievements and
can therefore always scale new heights in his career. As an economist, he not only predicts
directions for economic development, but also charts paths for the future of society. He is a

man with vision, and an individual with a heart for the world.

Mr Chairman, in recognition of his distinctive and wide-ranging contribution to economics,
education and public services, may I invite our President to present Professor Edward Chen

Kwan-yiu for the conferment of the degree of Doctor of Letters, honoris causa.
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