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DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, honoris causa

Mr Vincent Woo Wing-fai, MBE

Mr Chairman,

Shunde, a district of Foshan, is a fast-growing area at the centre of the Pearl River Delta, very
close to Guangzhou and Hong Kong. It covers an area of 806 km’ and has a population of
1.2 million. More than 500,000 Chinese people living in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan, as
well as overseas, have their ancestral roots in this district. Since the economic reforms in the
1980s, industrial development has been on the rise in Shunde, especially the manufacturing
of furniture, household products, and gas and electrical appliances. Although Shunde is
relatively small geographically, it enjoys unique national and international fame. Its success
is due not only to its superior geographical environment but also to the Shunde people
who, over generations, have become well known for their humility, pragmatism, generosity
and solidarity, and for being innovative and never failing to keep their word. Shunde people
living abroad have been donating money generously to support educational development

and construction projects in their home area.

Mr Vincent Woo Wing-fai has made his hometown, Guizhou in Shunde, proud of him. He
is the Honorary President of the Hong Kong Shunde Fraternal Association and has all the
virtues and strengths commonly found among Shunde people. Without a doubt, Mr Woo is

a great example of the Shunde spirit.

Mr Woo was born in 1931 into a reasonably well-off family, his father being a businessman
who engaged in silk manufacture and trading. At the age of six, to seek refuge from the
war, the young Mr Woo moved to Hong Kong with his family and received his primary
school education here. However, as the war spread to Hong Kong, the family had to move

again and later settled in Macau and then Guangzhou - before Mr Woo eventually returned
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to his hometown, Guizhou. During this unstable time, he never gave up his studies. He
attended different schools, sometime skipping grades, and tried very hard to finish his
secondary schooling. In 1951, Mr Woo graduated from Guangzhou First Vocational School
and continued to study at Guangzhou College of Law and Commerce which, with the
government’s move to consolidate higher education, was merged with Lingnan University
" and, subsequently, Dr Sun Yat-sen University — and it was later combined with other
colleges to form the Zhongnan University of Economics and moved to Wuhan. Mr Woo also

went to Wuhan and eventually graduated with a bachelor’s degree in economics in 1958.

Looking back at his schooling experience, which was far from smooth, Mr Woo feels that
he is a really lucky man. His family was always supportive, hoping that he could receive
the best possible education. Because of this experience, Mr Woo has a long-standing desire
to help students in financial need to further their studies. In fact, providing financial
support to various educational projects has been one of the major objectives of Mr Woo’s
foundation. He believes that social mobility is the key to building a harmonious society and
that education is one of the most important factors ensuring that our society has a high
level of mobility. Mr Woo believes that everyone should have access to education, regardless
of their social and financial circumstances. Knowledge has changed Mr Woo's destiny and
made a major difference to his life, and so he has a firm belief that it should also change the

lives of many others.

After graduating from university, Mr Woo joined the Finance and Planning Office of
Huanghe Water Resources Commission under the Ministry of Water Resources in mainland
China, and was responsible for the planning and financial work. He devoted himself to the
job and was praised by the leadership on many occasions. The experience he gained during

this period greatly helped his future career development.

In the autumn of 1962, Mr Woo moved to Hong Kong to help his brother’s real estate
development and investment business; and, seven years later, he founded Wing Sheung
Property Limited. Since then the company has grown to include a dozen subsidiaries,
engaging in a wide range of business activities such as service industries, kindergarten
education and, of course, real estate development in Hong Kong, mainland China and
overseas. He is currently the Managing Director of Wing Sheung (Holdings) Limited, the
Supervisor of Wisely Kindergarten and the director of numerous real estate development

and investment companies.
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Mr Woo is a man who exemplifies the meaning of the word ‘philanthropist’ in its truest
sense. He has shown great concern for the well-being of the less privileged in our society.
In 1976, he became a director of Po Leung Kuk and, six years later, chaired this important
charity organization — and currently, he is a consultant to Po Leung Kuk. In 1977, he
was appointed Chairman of Hong Kong Juvenile Care Centre and Supervisor of its Chan
Nam Cheong Memorial School. Taking up this responsibility for more than three decades,
Mr Woo has been working wholeheartedly for the well-being of youth at risk; and thanks
to his hard work, many confused young people have become responsible men and women
who contribute significantly to our society. In addition to this good work, Mr Woo has held

'many public offices and contributes fully to society.

Mr Woo never forgets his roots. He has made generous contributions for the development
of his hometown - such as the construction of Guizhen Elementary School, New Guizhou
Middle School, Guizhou Vocational School, Guizhou Feng Paipu Home for the Aged and
Shunde Sports Centre — which would not have been possible without his support. In
addition, he helped to establish the Guizhou Foundation for Social Welfare and Education
and the Shunde Charity and Education Foundation, and contributed to the establishment

of the Shunde Polytechnic.

Mr Woo is equally supportive of higher education in Hong Kong. From 1996, he made
annual donations to provide bursaries for students at the OUHK and for prison inmates.
He joined the Sponsorship and Development Fund Committee of the University, providing
valuable support to its development. He is also an active supporter of other higher
education institutions in Hong Kong, providing numerous bursaries and scholarships to

worthy students.

Mr Woo has been widely praised for his years of charity work. In addition to serving as
Honorary President of the Hong Kong Shunde Fraternal Association, he is an Honorary
Professor of Yueyang University, Honorary President of the Regional Scout Association of
Hong Kong, Honorary President of the Central District Kai-fong Welfare Association and
Honorary President of the Western District Women’s Welfare Club. In 1984, he was awarded
an MBE. In 2001, the title of Honorary University Fellow was conferred on him by the

OUHK in recognition of his contributions to the University.
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Mr Chairman, Mr Woo is a successful businessman. In addition to his outstanding career, he
has devoted substantial energy and resources to social causes. He cares about other people,
and is willing to share his fortune with them. Mr Woo has been widely recognized for his
contributions to education in Hong Kong and the mainland, and is a continuous supporter
of this University. In recognition of his many distinctive achievements, may I invite our
" President to present Mr Vincent Woo Wing-fai for the conferment of the degree of Doctor

of Business Administration, honoris causa.

Chinese citation written and to be delivered by Professor Wong Shek-nam
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