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Honorary University Fellowship
Presentation Ceremony 2023

SEEBETL
Ms Yvonne CHOI Ying-pik, GBs, Jp

Ms Yvonne Choi Ying-pik, former Permanent Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development, has made exemplary contributions to enhance
Hong Kong’s status as a leading international commercial and trade centre.

After graduating with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree from the University
of Hong Kong in 1973, Ms Choi entered the civil service and started her
career in the Labour and Trade Departments and the former Hong Kong
Commercial Affairs Section in the British Embassy in Washington DC. She
later took up many key positions, such as Deputy Representative in the
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Geneva, Deputy Director-General
of Trade, Director of Information Services, and Permanent Secretary for
Commerce and Economic Development (Commerce, Industry and Tourism).

In the early 1980s, Ms Choi took no-pay leave to work as a consultant
for the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD),
responsible for managing the Programme of Cooperation comprising 26
developing countries and territories which were exporters of textiles and
clothing, to counter protectionism.

The wide spectrum of Ms Choi's work allowed her to play an important
role in sustaining Hong Kong’s status in the economic and trade arena. She
made valuable contributions in the setting up of the Hong Kong Airport
Authority, promoting our city as a wine trading and distribution hub for Asia,
and developing support measures for small and medium enterprises.

Ms Choi was appointed by the Chief Executive to head the newly established
Belt and Road Office in August 2016 and served as Commissioner in an
unpaid capacity until June 2017. She liaised closely with various parties and
was instrumental in organising the HKSAR's participation in the first Belt and
Road Forum in Beijing in May 2017.
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Since her appointment by the Government as a Council Member of Hong
Kong Metropolitan University in June 2015, Ms Choi has made substantial
contributions to the development and governance of the University. During
her eight years of service, she had served as Chairman of the Human Resources
Committee and Main Tender Board as well as a member of the Executive
Committee and the Sponsorship and Development Fund Committee.

Ms Choi's extensive work and travel experience have taught her the power
of lifelong learning, the importance of exposure and the value of community
service. She completed the Advanced Management Programme of Harvard
Business School in 2001 and a course at the Chinese Academy of Governance
in 2010 for the first delegation of Permanent Secretaries.

Many people have inspired Ms Choi, not least her late grandmother,
Ms Ni Duanyi. A legendary figure who worked selflessly for the betterment
of the country, Ms Ni launched many charitable projects for the needy during
and after the Anti-Japanese War. Most notably, she worked arduously to build
the first hospital in Anhai of Fujian. Her grandmother’s example cultivated
Ms Choi’s personality of readiness to offer advice and assistance to the
community. During the COVID-19 pandemic, she worked behind the scenes
to facilitate medical volunteers to render vaccination services, especially to
the elderly and children with special educational needs. She is also helping
the Agency for Volunteer Service on an ad hoc basis now.

Ms Choi was awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star by the HKSAR Government in
2011 and was appointed Justice of the Peace in 2012.

In recognition of Ms Yvonne Choi Ying-pik's contribution to Hong Kong
and the University, may | invite the Pro-Chancellor to present her with the
Honorary University Fellowship.
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