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Honorary University Fellowship
Presentation Ceremony 2023

EFRUTL
Ms Gigi TUNG Oi-lai

Ms Gigi Tung Oi-lai, founder of Bo Charity Foundation Limited, a registered
charitable organisation that launched the Food Angel food rescue and
assistance programme, has worked unrelentingly to reduce hunger and
poverty.

Ms Tung received a Bachelor's degree in Economics from the University of
Western Ontario in 1991. She joined a financial securities company after
graduation and then switched to retail before stopping full-time work to bring
up two daughters. In 2010, Ms Tung saw some photos of older ladies collecting
discarded cardboard on the streets, which made her wonder why this was still
happening in a prosperous society like Hong Kong. She noticed that about
300,000 older adults lived in poverty in Hong Kong without healthy meals, yet
the amount of food wasted was shocking. Her compassionate heart led her
to set up the Bo Charity Foundation and initiate the Food Angel programme
in 2011.

Starting with only two employees, Food Angel initially gave out 20 lunch boxes
every day. Today, with the continuous efforts of Ms Tung and her team, Food
Angel has gradually expanded to include over 300 full- and part-time staff,
with about 200 volunteers helping daily. Food Angel also collects 45 tonnes of
edible surplus food a week, which would otherwise be disposed of as waste,
from the local food industry. Following strict safety protocols, it produces over
20,000 nutritious hot meals, as well as over 11,000 other meals and food
packs, daily, which are distributed through its service points in various districts
and other charity groups to older adults in need, as well as grassroots families
and children.

Ms Tung also organises various community service and education projects to
further Food Angel’s mission of “Waste Not, Hunger Not, With Love.” The
Food Angel Community Centre in Sham Shui Po offers hot meals and warmth
to the needy through a day-care service and other activities. The outreach
team delivers meals to the homes of older adults with mobility handicaps,
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while school cafés are transformed into community canteens after school
with the support of school partners. Automated food dispensers have been
set up at various districts for flexible collection of cook-chill meals and frozen
ingredient packs by residents. Six hundred schools and over 185,000 students
have participated in its Green Angel education programme. Members of the
public can tour its Foodstep Journey experience centre — the first of its kind in
Hong Kong - to learn about poverty and cherishing food.

Ms Tung also founded the My Gym Children’s Fitness Centre to introduce
innovative programmes for promoting the physical and psychological
development of children. She hopes that children will develop the habit of
exercising from an early age to help boost their self-confidence, social skills
and physical well-being.

Ms Tung was awarded an Honorary Fellowship by Lingnan University in 2016
and was named a Cathay ChangeMaker by Cathay Pacific in 2019.

In recognition of Ms Gigi Tung Oi-lai's contribution to Hong Kong, may | invite
the Pro-Chancellor to present her with the Honorary University Fellowship.
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