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Focus

• The focus of my talk is on non-formal learning 
at the University of Cape Town in one 
department – The Centre for Extra-Mural 
Studies.

• There are a myriad of short courses and 
continuing professional development courses 
available in the different faculties at the 
university – too many to mention in a short 
talk.

• The talk will trace the development of non-
formal learning over a period of over one 
hundred years.

      



• Short courses, in contrast, are attended by both younger and 
retired participants.

• Short courses are offered either for enrichment – such as 
writing courses – or for continuing professional development 
– such as the Editing (five different courses including 
academic editing), Heritage Law and Applied Complexity 
Science courses.

• The continuing professional development courses carry a 
University of Cape Town short course certificate and 
university transcript as do the study tours on completion of 
an assessment at the end.

• Short courses are all offered online and on a specialised
learning app except the writing courses that are offered in 
person at the annual Summer School programme.

• The Applied Complexity Science course that is offered on the 
specialised app, a cognitive engine, and is based on 
androgogy and heutagogy, is the most advanced technically 
course the department offers as well as the broadest in 
content.
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The university of Cape Town was founded in 1829 and is 
South Africa’s oldest university. It was formally 
established as a university in 1918.



The first public lectures were offered under the ageis of the  
Extension Lectures Committee of the University of Cape Town 
Senate in 1924, just six years after the university was 
formally established. This tradition has continued ever 
since, expanding its offerings over time as will be seen in 
this talk. This article is from a Cape Town newspaper in 
1949.



In 1950 The Centre for Extra-Mural Studies became a 
University of Cape Town Department, replacing the  Extension 
Lectures Committee of Senate. Public lectures were now 
offered through the Centre for Extra-Mural Studies and no 
longer under the ageis of the Senate. It is important to note 
that these courses were to be offered at a university level, 
which remains a criterion for all courses to this day.



There are two lines of influence behind the university’s 
extra-mural work.

(i)The British tradition of university extension which 
had its roots in the 19th century, with the guiding 
idea that universities, as public institutions, had a 
responsibility to disseminate their accumulated 
knowledge to the wider public beyond the walls of the 
academy. Following this tradition the University of 
Cape Town provided its first public lectures from 
1924. 

(ii)The second influence lay in the ideals of post-war 
reconstruction for democracy. The Army Education 
Corps played a large role in broadening the minds of 
the troops after demobilisation. The Centre for 
Extra-Mural Studies was seen as the right vehicle for 
this work.



The Centre for Extra-Mural Studies still does not award 
degrees or diplomas but does now offer university accredited 
short course certificates and university transcripts.

Access remains open to all with a matriculation certificate, 
except in the instance of special programmes for school 
learners.



The founding principal of drawing lecturers from as wide 
a field and not only from the university holds to this 
day. Lecturers today include university lecturers, 
scholars from across the world, public intellectuals and 
thought leaders.



The flagship programme offered by the Centreffor Extra-Mural 
Studies is the annual Summer School programme which runs for 
two weeks in January each year and has done so since 1952. 

The current staff component at the Centre for Extra-Mural 
Studies is three, one of whom is responsible for the 
administration and two for the development of the Summer 
School programme and all other courses and initiatives such 
as short courses, excursions and study tours.



At the Summer School in the region of 120 courses, 
lectures, lecture-recitals and excursions are offered 
over a two-week period in a range of categories. Over 2 
200 people attend each year. The categories in which 
courses are offered are as follows:
• Literature, art and music
• Current affairs, history, philosophy, politics and 
economics

• Medicine
• Science
• Conservation and nature
• Information technology
• Practical courses (writing and art)



Between 1952 when the Centre for Extra-Mural Studies was 
established and 2000 additional initiatives and 
programmes were initiated.

The Centre offered the following initiatives and 
programmes:
• The annual Summer School 
• Winter Schools
• Weekly programmes
• Inaugural lectures
• Colloquia
• Community and cultural programmes.



From 2000 to the present the offerings have broadened to 
include the following besides the annual Summer School:

• Summer School extension lectures that are held 
throughout the year

• Book launches
• Non-certificated short courses
• Certificated short courses: the Applied Complexity 
Science course, Editing courses, the Heritage Law 
Course

• Excursions: geology, palaeontolgy, archaeology/rock 
art, astronomy

• Study tours: palaentology, archaelogy/rock art, 
astronomy.

• Social responsiveness programmes. The social 
responsiveness programmes are aimed a school pupils 

      



Images from programmes

As you will see from the images that I am now 
going to show you:
• The Summer School audience are mostly elderly 
and retired.

• There are adjunct offerings at Summer School 
such as a commercial and charity second-hand 
bookshops.

• Meeting with fellow lifelong learners the 
social aspect of the programme is an important 
part of the experience.

• Participants come from across the world and 
across South Africa and neighbouring countries 

     



Summer School







Excursions

• As noted before, the department offers 
excursions in three disciplines: archaeology, 
palaeontology and astronomy.

• Next I will show you images of a palaeontology
trip to find fossils that are 252-million years 
old and an archaeology trip to look at rock art 
that are several thousands of years old.

• The excursions are led by world-renowned 
experts in their respective fields.



Palaeontology excursion: evening lecture



Fossil find



Palaeotology excursion



Archaeology/rock art excursion – note the rock 
art on the rock shelter





Walking to rock art sites



In May 2025 the University of Cape Town hosted a study tour 
for the Hong Kong Metropolitan University students to look at 
astronomy, geology and cultural aspects of Cape Town. Below 
is the world-famous observatory in Sutherland, which includes 
SALT and MeerKat. You may have read of continued discoveries 
being made using these telescopes.





Sunrise walk at Sutherland



Students looking at the geology at Cape 
Point



Social responsiveness initiatives

100UP Saturday Summer School: a lens on possibilities 
for disadvantaged learners



Masiphumelele township: astronomy lecture for school 
pupils in programmes that prepare them for university 
study. One of the purposes of these Saturday Summer 
School programmes is to expose learners to different 
areas of study at university.



Learners at the Masiphumele Saturday Summer School during their 
lunch break.



Thank you
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