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Extensive Network Global Rankings Leading Institutes Challenges Ahed

India

India has over 1,000 
universities and 
40,000 colleges, 

making it the second -
largest system 

worldwide. 
Institutions include 

central, state, private 
universities, and 

premier IITs and IIMs.

IIIT Delhi, IIT Bombay, 
and IIT Madras rank 

in the global top 200, 
highlighting India’s 

strength in 
engineering and 
amanagement.

Despite growth, India 
faces challenges like 

limited research, 
funding and uneven 

quality requiring 
ongoing reform.

India ranks 4 th

globally with 54 
universities featured 
in the 2026 qs world 
university rankings, 
reflecting growing 

international 
presence.



Kerala’s literacy rate 
exceeds 95%, 
ensuring high 

school enrollment 
and low dropout.

The state is home to 
several prominent 

universities spanning 
diverse academic 

disciplines, including 
University of Kerala, 

Mahatma Gandhi 
University, University 

of Calicut, Cochin 
University of Science 
and Technology, and 
Kerala Agricultural 

University, offering a 
wide range of 

academic programs.

Premier technical 
institutes like IIT 

Palakkad, NIT 
Calicut, and IISER 
Thiruvananthapura
m enhance STEM 
education quality.

A wide network of 
affiliated colleges 

ensures higher 
education is accessible 

across Kerala’s 
districts.

Kerala
Literacy Diverse 

Universities
National Technical 

Institutes
Accessible Higher 

Education
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E s tablis hment

C ampus es

F ounded on 2 October 1983, s erving C entral K erala's
higher education needs .

Main campus at 110-acre P riyadars ini Hills , Athirampuzha;
with two s atellite campus es in K ottayam.

Mahatma G andhi University

03 J uris diction

04 Academic P rogrammes

C overs K ottayam, E rnakulam, Idukki, and parts of
P athanamthitta and Alappuzha.

Offers UG , P G , MP hil, and P hD through 30 departments
with multiple res earch and inter-univers ity centers .

05 Affiliations  and Dis ciplines

06 Academic R each

Affiliates 273 colleges acros s diverse dis ciplines including
s cience and humanities .

E ncompasses 30 departments , numerous res earch
centers and 273 affiliated colleges offering a wide range
of UG , P G , MP hil, and P hD programmes acros s divers e
dis ciplines .



Mission

• To conduct and support undergraduate, postgraduate and research -level
programmes of quality in different disciplines .

Vision

“ Mahatma Gandhi University envisions excelling in the field of higher education
and catering to the scholastic and developmental needs of the individual,
through continuous creation of critical knowledge base for the society’s
sustained and inclusive growth”

• To foster teaching, research and extension activities for the creation of new
knowledge for the development of society .

• To help in the creation and development of manpower that would provide
intellectual leadership to the community .

• To provide skilled manpower to the professional, industrial and service
sectors in the country so as to meet global demands .

• To help promote the cultural heritage of the nation and preserve the
environmental sustainability and quality of life .

• To cater to the holistic development of the region through academic
leadership .



• To provide an enriching academic experience in which students can gain the
information, skills, and critical thinking abilities required for success in their chosen
fields .

• To encourage interdisciplinary collaboration and research that addresses pressing
global concerns and promotes human understanding across a range of disciplines .

• To nurture students’ personal and professional growth, and preparing them to be
ethical and responsible citizens .

• To cultivate a diverse and inclusive campus environment that promotes understanding
and respect for all cultures and backgrounds .

• To instill civic responsibility and commitment to ethical leadership in students

Goals

Objectives



Goals and Achievements



Ettukettu architecture is a traditional, upscale Kerala housing style distinguished by its exclusive 
design, featuring two central courtyards ( Nadumuttam ) and eight distinct halls, doubling the, 

or four -hall, Nalukettu structure
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VISION:
To create diverse learning opportunities that empower
people of all ages to build stronger communities

MISSION:
• To meet the lifelong need of learners of all ages by

offering high quality, accessible, innovative, and
responsive educational training programmes .

• The rich resources of the University and the
Department are combined to enhance the quality of
these programmes

Established in 1991, focusing on development education
beyond post -literacy training . It offers Certificate, Diploma and
Masters programmes and conducts various community
projects and surveys .



Certificate Programmes (8) Diploma Programmes (3)

Master of Arts Programme

Our Programmes

• Applied Criminology and Cyber Forensics

• Art of Happiness

• Basic First Aid

• Counselling

• Management of Learning Disabilities

• Organic Farming

• Yogic Science 

• Music

• Counselling
• Organic Farming
• Yogic Science

• Counselling



Counselling

Management of Learning Disabilities

An Introductory programme for beginners . This short -
term course provides a basic understanding of
counselling theory and practice . It covers key
concepts such as counselling approaches,
communication skills, ethics, and self -awareness,
helping participants explore their interest in advanced
training . It is a 20-days programme .

An introductory programme offered by the Department
of Lifelong Learning and Extension . It provides basic
knowledge on identifying and understanding learning
disabilities in children, covering key areas like
assessment, intervention, and support strategies . This
20 days programme aims to prepare participants to
handle learning difficulties in educational settings .



Applied Criminology and Cyber Forensics

Basic First Aid

This introductory programme by the Department of
Lifelong Learning and Extension provides awareness
of modern crime patterns, cybercrime, and crimes
against women and children . It covers key concepts
in criminology, forensic science, and criminal justice
to build skills for addressing contemporary criminal
challenges .

This course introduces essential skills for handling
common emergencies - such as choking, bleeding,
and burns - using minimal equipment .



Art of Happiness

Yogic Science

The Art of Happiness Programme is a foundational,
experiential course designed to reduce stress, eliminate
negativity, and boost joy through breathing techniques,
yoga, and meditation .

A basic programme in yogic science introduces the
holistic union of mind, body, and breath through ethical
living, physical postures (asanas), breathing techniques
(pranayama), and meditation . It focuses on aligning
energy, improving flexibility, reducing stress, and
fostering self -awareness to promote overall health and
inner balance .



Organic Farming

Music

T his programme offers fundamental training in

ec ologic al agric ulture, typic ally foc us ing on s oil

health, biofertilizer us e, and s us tainable pes t

management. T he programme inc ludes c ertific ate-level

training for beginners and cover princ iples like

biodivers ity, organic matter rec yc ling, and reduc ing

c hemic al expos ure to enhanc e long-term s oil fertility

and environmental s us tainability.

Certificate programme in Music is a short -term,
specialized programme focusing on practical skills,
theory, and performance . This course is structured and
created in such a way that the learner learns about
pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and timbre (tone quality) .



M. A. Programme in Counselling
A Master of Arts in Counselling is a postgraduate
programme , focusing on relational and integrative
approaches to mental health. This programme train
students in therapeutic techniques, emotional, social,
and relational aspects of human psychology .



01

02

P rogramme Objective

E ligibility 

Our P rogramme Details  
(C ertificate and Diploma)

03 E ligibility for other P rogrammes

04

05

E xaminations

C ertification

T he objective of the programmes is to empower the
common people in the dynamic s ociety

No formal qualification is required for admiss ion to the
certificate cours e in Organic F arming and Art of
Happines s

F or admiss ion to other courses , a pass in plus Two or
equivalent is compuls ory.

E xamination is conducted after the completion of 20
contact class es (120 Hrs ) for the certificate cours es and
30 for the diploma cours es .

T he department is sues certificates to meritorious
s tudents on a public occas ion.
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R egular F ield Oriented Interactive
Training C lasses

S pecial Tutorials

S tudent S upport

03 G roup P rojects

04 Invited Talks

R ural C amps05

Works hops and S eminars by E xternal E xperts
06

07 C ompuls ory F ield Trips

08 C ouns ellor on C all



01

02

Organic F arming P ropagation

Nurs ery S oil P reparation

Best P ractices

03 Mus hroom C ultivation

04 F is h F arming

Creating nutrient -rich soil mixtures in nurseries to
support healthy seedling growth

Promoting sustainable agriculture through natural
methods enhance soil health and crop yield .

Training learners in farming techniques to boost
income and provide nutritious food sources .

Implementing effective aquaculture practices to
increase fish production and livelihood
opportunities .



THE DIVERSIFIED Department of Lifelong Learning and Extension Apart from the regular
teaching at DLLE, the Department has diversified into various activities
which include:
• Continuing education programmes (primarily self-supporting courses

for any age group)
• Training programmes and workshops
• Knowledge, capacity and skill building programmes
• Income generating programmes
• Quality of life improvement programmes
• The individual interest promotion programmes
• Counselling programmes, coaching
• Job-oriented courses and trainings

Additionally, it caters to the needs of the University / colleges /
campuses / 10+2 schools / Non-students / community / Government
and Non-Government agencies and individual interest groups.

DLLE



U3A

• The University of the Third Age (U3A), a programme that seeks to guide those
aged above 55 years into a happy third phase of their life, began at the
Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU), Kottayam.

• It is an international movement providing a platform for people over 55 to
come together, have fun, and stay active by sharing their knowledge,
experience and skills for the benefit of society and acquire new knowledge.

• The movement, which started in France at the Faculty of Social Sciences in
Toulouse in 1973, is now active in over 20 countries. Mahatma Gandhi
University proudly holds the distinction of being the first university in India to
establish a U3A unit.

• In a remarkable philanthropic gesture, the Manthuruthil family of Kaippuzha,
Kottayam, have bestowed a substantial New Year gift of 49 cents of land last
year, marking a pivotal moment for MGU’s U3A



U3A

• A 22-member delegation, led by Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor Dr. C. T.
Aravindakumar, represented MGU U3A at the conference held at HMU last
year, which hosted 120 delegates from 28 countries. The keynote speaker was
Prof. Paul Lam Kwan Sing, President of Hong Kong Metropolitan University.



A few pictures 









• R ec ognize L ifelong L earning

• P romote R es earc h C ollaboration

• S upport Vulnerable G roups

• A c c es s  to L earning Tec hnology

• P romote C ollec tive L earning

• Trans form Ins titutions

• Work plac e L earning

• S upport L oc al Initiatives

• L ifelong L earning as  a R ight

Future
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Thank you! 
Appreciate your time and 

attention today!

Department of Lifelong Learning and Extension,
Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, Kerala, India 
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