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This course has been included in the list of reimbursable courses under the Contlnumg Education Fund. This course (Higher Dlploma in
Pet Care and Animal Assisted Therapy) is recognised under the Qualifications Framework (QF Level 4).
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Objectives

Upon completion of the programme, participants should be
able to:

e Apply a broad range of knowledge and practical skills in
animal care, pet grooming and pet training;

e Explain current theories and contemporary developments
in animal assisted interventions for improving human
subject's cognitive, emotional and social functioning; and

e Apply theories of animal behaviour in conducting animal-
assisted therapy for specific human target populations.

Programme Features

e Combines two skill sets in one programme, pet grooming
and animal assisted therapy;

e Animal assisted therapy courses are taught by the Hong
Kong Institute of AnimaI Assisted Intervention (HKIAAI; &
BENMEHENCRES )

e Further study in pet grooming in Taiwan's most established
programme at Tajen University with credit exemption;

e Graduates will acquire theoretical grounding and practical
knowledge of Animal-Assisted Therapy to work alongside
trained animals (e.g. dogs) attending to specific human
target groups (e.g. SEN). They will also be in a position
to practice pet grooming and find employment in the
booming pet care industry.

Medium of Instruction

Except for Chinese language courses, lectures will be
conducted in English (supplemented with Chinese as
appropriate) and teaching notes and course assessments are
in English.

Duration

2 Years Full-time

%3 % (2023-2024)
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Tuition Fee (2023-2024)

[Local Students]
HKS$127,400 (Paid in 4 equal installments, HK$31,850 each semester)

[Non-local Students]
HKS$166,660 (Paid in 4 equal installments, HK$41,650 each semester)

Programme Structure

e Introduction to Psychology

* Developmental Psychology

e Animal Welfare and Public Education

e Veterinary Physiology and Nutrition

e Pet Grooming and Animal Care

e Introduction to Counselling

e Social Psychology

* Research Methods and Statistics

¢ Health Psychology and Mental Health

e Biological and Cognitive Psychology

e Pet Training and Behaviour Analysis

e Applications in Animal-assisted Therapy
o Effective Chinese Communication Skills
e English for Communication I, Il & 111

e IT and Digital Literacy

* Gaining the Most from your Work-integrated Learning

e Work-integrated Learning in Pet Care and
Animal-Assisted Therapy”

[1] Students who have attained Level 3 or above in DSE English Language can
be exempted from taking English for Communication | (ENGL3057EF).

[2] Non-Chinese speaking students can be exempted from taking Effective
Chinese Communication Skills (CHIN40O6CF). They will have to take a GE
course as replacement for fulfilment of the overall credits for graduation.

A Course includes not less than 90 practicum hours
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Entry Requirement

Applicants are normally required to meet one of the following
requirements:

e Level 2 in 5 HKDSE subjects (including English Language and
Chinese Language)”; or

e Satisfactory completion of Diploma Yi Jin; or

e Satisfactory completion of a QF Level 3 Diploma or an equivalent
programme, e.g. Diploma of Foundation Studies awarded by Hong
Kong Institute of Vocational Education (IVE) or by a post-secondary
institution in Hong Kong; or

¢ Other acceptable equivalent qualifications (including non-local
qualifications obtained in or outside HK, or other qualifications/
experience deemed to be equivalent); or

¢ Mature applicants aged 21 or above, preferably with relevant
working experience.

A Applicants possessing “Attained”, “Attained with Distinction (1)" and “Attained with
Distinction (I1)” results in an Applied Learning (ApL) subject are deemed to have
attained “Level 2”, “Level 3” and “Level 4” respectively in one HKDSE subject, with a
maximum of two ApL subjects can be counted for admission purpose.

Articulation Pathways

Graduates are eligible to apply for:

e Year 3 of Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honours) in Psychology
offered by Hong Kong Metropolitan University

 Year 3 of Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honours) in Applied Social
Studies offered by Hong Kong Metropolitan University

e Bachelor of Science in Pet Care and Grooming offered by Tajen
University in Taiwan

e Year 2 of Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Psychology of Human
and Animal Behavior offered by University of Salford, UK

Career Prospect

The innovative and interdisciplinary curriculum of the programme
is designed to cover core aspects to equip graduates aspired to a
diverse range of career paths, such as pet care and grooming, animal
training, animal welfare, animal advocacy, animal-assisted services,
veterinary nursing, psychology and counselling, and human services.
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Hong Kong Instihule of Animal Assisted intervention

Programme Partner

About HKIAAI

HKIAAI (Hong Kong Institute of Animal Assisted Intervention) is a non-profit volunteer-based welfare organization (Registered Charity
#91/15298). Our goals are to enhance the recognition of animal assisted intervention through practice and academic research; and
to promote the concept of physiological and psychological balance between people and animals in the society. The short form of our
organization name — IAAl is created to signify the symmetrical and balanced combination between the nature, animals and humans.
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What is Animal-Assisted
Intervention?

Animal Assisted Therapy (AAT) is goal-directed animal-assisted
intervention to enhance the psychological well-being, physical
functioning, social integration and cognitive functioning of service
clients.

Animal Assisted Education (AAE) is goal-directed animal-assisted
intervention to promote humane education via the caring of the
human community hence a harmonic society.

Animal Assisted Activity (AAA) is less goal-directed, more casual or
spontaneous designed to promote a range of other than therapeutic or
educational benefits and to enhance the quality of life.

Health Benefits of Animal-
Assisted Interventions

* Break the communication barrier among service clients and service
providers

¢ Provide opportunity for people in need to express their emotions and
encourage their curiosity

* Arouse people’s caring at heart and cultivate the sense of responsibility
* Lessen people’s feeling of helpless and loneliness
* Arouse people's empathy

e Raise people’s self confidence and esteem by animals’ unconditional
love and attitude without criticism

¢ Give people intimacy and warmness through animals’ body touch
¢ Inspire people psychologically, physically and emotionally

» Offer the sense of security to the people in need and relief their
tenseness
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Accreditation of Global Skills Development

City & Guilds 2RI IBEE - ERFEERRE - HEIH City & Guilds, a leader in global skills development, offers the ‘Assured’ accreditation as a global quality
U Liace AR 5E & 5 E R i R AR AR S - ?ﬁéﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂlﬁl{\*ﬂ #H benchmark that recognises training programmes that are delivered at world-class quality standards.
mmsazs sansxsves B BEMR SRR - Hop4EMH City & Guilds Assured #3.0] - . , : . .
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Pet Caraland BEEEE . TBEIREMNEEELR  EEMRL - SEIIER best pract!ce criteria and core' componelnts, shov:/mg the.hlghest quality level of tralnln.g
Animal Assisted PR DS R . and learning. Upon completion of an ‘Assured’ accredited programme, learners will

be awarded a digital credential that allows them to showcase the recognised skills and

Therapy
achievements online.
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The Higher Diploma in Pet Care and Animal Assisted Therapy programme was awarded
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Accreditation for Higher Diploma in Pet Care

and Animal Assisted Therapy & Animal-Assisted

Interventions Professions

AAA
Professional
Membership AAE
Titles
AAT
Academic

Qualification(s)

Other

Qualification(s)

Number of
Internship Hours

Initials

Reaccreditation

Remarks

0 1

Affiliated

Facilitator

Animal Assisted
Activities Facilitator

Animal Assisted
Education Facilitator

N.A.

Animal Assisted
Therapy Facilitator

Current Students of Human or
Animal Services Professionals
of any recognized institutions”

Graduate of Higher Diploma in
Pet Care and Animal Assisted
Therapy or equivalent”

Dog behavior and
training competencies
(to be assessed by HKIAAI)

N.A.

Not less than 100 Hours (within 4
consecutive years after candidacy
granted), including planning and
execution, of which not less than
60 hours of supervised hours
by a Registered Animal Assisted
Therapist Supervisor”.

N.A.

N.A. AAT-F~
Maintain at least 30 hours of Animal
Assisted Therapist facilitator service

hours within 2 years following the
date of last renewal of the status”.

N.A.

P
Associate Specialist /
Therapist

Animal Assisted
Activities Associate Specialist

Animal Assisted
Education Associate Specialist

Animal Assisted
Associate Therapist

A recognised Bachelor’s degree* or
equivalent

Being an Animal Assisted Therapy
Facilitator for at least 1 year,
with an Accredited dog training
certification# or competencies
(to be assessed by HKIAAI)

Not less than 200 Hours (within 4
consecutive years after candidacy
granted), including planning and
execution in the position of a
candidate for an Animal Assisted
Associate Therapist, of which not
less than 40 hours of supervised
hours by a Registered Animal
Assisted Therapist Supervisor”.

AAT-AA

Maintain at least 120 hours of
Animal Assisted Therapist
Associate service hours within
2 years following the date of
last renewal of the status”.

Must provide services with a Registered Animal Assisted Therapist or
a Registered Animal Assisted Therapist Supervisor”

The accreditation system would be reviewed regularly by HKIAAI, please refer to the Institute’s latest announcement.

* Qualifications:

For AAA, can be in any area, subjected to the approval from HKIAAL.

For AAE/AAT, in the areas of counseling, education, occupational/physical therapy, social services or psychology-related fields, subjected to the approval from HKIAAL.
A The example given is based on the stream of AAT.

3
Registered Specialist /
Therapist

Registered Animal Assisted
Activities Specialist

Registered Animal Assisted
Education Specialist

Registered Animal Assisted
Therapist

A recognised Bachelor’s degree* or
equivalent

Being an Animal Assisted Associate
Therapist for at least 1 year, with
an Accredited dog training
certification® or competencies
(to be assessed by HKIAAI)

Not less than 400 Hours (within 4

consecutive years after candidacy

granted), including planning and
execution in the position of

a candidate for a Registered Animal
Assisted Therapist, of which not less
than 60 hours of supervised hours by

a Registered Animal Assisted
Therapist Supervisor”.

AAT-RA

Maintain at least 90 hours of

Animal Assisted service hours within

2 years following the date of
last renewal of the status”.

#The eligibility of the qualifications is subjected to the approval from HKIAAI, only force and fear free positive reinforcement techniques will be approved to adopt in the handling of accredited therapy dogs.

Registered
Supervisor

Registered Animal Assisted
Activities Specialist (Supervisor)

Registered Animal Assisted
Education Specialist (Supervisor)

Registered Animal Assisted
Therapist (Supervisor)

A recognised Master’s degree* or above with
a thesis topic in the area of AAA/AAE/AAT"

Being a Registered Animal Assisted Therapist
for at least 3 years, with an Accredited
dog training certification# or competencies
(to be assessed by HKIAALI)

Offered supervision of not less than 500 hours
(within 4 consecutive years after candidacy
granted), to Registered Animal Assisted Therapist”
(candidate) and not less than 300 hours to Animal
Assisted Therapy Facilitator/Associate Therapist?
(candidate), in the position of a candidate for a
Registered Animal Assisted Therapist Supervisor.

AAT-RS”

Maintain at least 60 hours of Animal Assisted
service hours within 2 years following the
date of last renewal of the statusA”.

N.A.
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2022 Graduate

Bachelor of Social Sciences (Hons)
in Counselling and Psychology,
Hong Kong Shue Yan University

2022 Graduate

Bachelor of Social Sciences
(Hons) in Psychology,

Hong Kong Shue Yan University

2021 Graduate

Bachelor of Social Sciences (Hons)
in Counselling and Psychology;,
Hong Kong Shue Yan University

2021 Graduate

Bachelor of Social Sciences (Hons) in
Psychology and Mental Health,
Hong Kong Metropolitan University

2022 Graduate
Veterinary Assistant at
a local animal clinic

2022 Graduate
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2021 Graduate

Bachelor of Social Sciences (Hons)
in Counselling and Psychology,
Hong Kong Shue Yan University

2022 Graduate
Veterinary Assistant at
a local animal clinic

2022 Graduate

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in
Journalism and Mass
Communication,

Hong Kong Shue Yan University
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